
Joint Communique Second Meeting of EPA Joint Council held in Brussels 

The Second Meeting of the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council under the Economic Partnership 

Agreement (EPA) was held at the Headquarters of the Council of the European Union in Brussels, 

Belgium on 26 October 2012. The Meeting discussed among other things matters related to the 

status of the tariff liberalization schedule by CARIFORUM Countries, the list of arbitrators, the 

application of the Octroi de mer in the French Overseas Territories, the ten year moratorium on 

motor vehicles parts and their components and the establishment of a joint monitoring system for 

the review of the EPA in 2013. 

The Meeting formally agreed to amend the EPA, to allow for the incorporation of the Investment, 

Trade in Services and E-commerce commitments of The Bahamas into Annex IV of the Agreement. 

The meeting further agreed to amend the Joint Declaration regarding used vehicles to include the 

import requirements for Barbados, Jamaica, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. 

On the issue of the establishment of the Consultative Committee, the meeting considered a report 

from the CARIFROUM side and deliberated on efforts to operationalize the Committee. In this 

regard, the meeting agreed that given the proposal tabled by CARIFORUM further internal 

consultations were required by the EU Delegation. 

With regards to the naming of arbitrators, CARIFORUM and the EU agreed to exchange the list of 

five arbitrators and agreed to engage in discussions to derive the five neutrals which would 

complete the slate of fifteen arbitrators. 

CARIFORUM reported that eight States had taken action to reduce their tariffs on goods from the 

EU and the remaining States were engaged in efforts to put in place the tariff reductions. In 

addition, CARIFORUM gave the commitment that every effort would be made to meet the 

deadline of 1 January 2013 for the second round of tariff cuts. 

Outstanding issues of concern to the CARIFORUM States were presented for the consideration of 

the Council. The CARIFORUM side expressed concern that the portion of the Agreement related to 

the reduction of tariffs on motor vehicles, parts and their components and the rate of duty on 

paper and paper board products applied by Trinidad and Tobago was not correctly reflected in the 

EPA. In both cases, the two sides were unable to arrive at an agreement for amending the 

provisions and the Joint Council concluded that these issues would remain on the Agenda for 

further consideration. 

CARIFORUM repeated its concern that the application of the Octroi de mer levied against products 

from CARIFORUM Countries by the French Overseas Territories (FCORs) was discriminatory and 

goes against the provisions of the EPA. The EU indicated that the Octroi de mer is an internal tax 

authorized under the EU arrangement and in certain provisions of the EPA, and that its application 

is not discriminatory. The EU undertook to further engage CARIFORUM to resolve the issue. 



Another matter discussed by the Council, is the first five yearly review of the EPA which will take 

place in 2013, the Council underscored the importance of agreeing on a system of monitoring to 

measure the impact and cost of implementing the EPA. 

On the issues of the EU Development Assistance – proposal for differentiation the CARIFORUM 

side expressed the view that GDP per capita should not be the only indicator for determining the 

approach to differentiation. CARIFORUM argued that other factors should be taken into account 

including levels of poverty, vulnerability, climate change, and natural disasters. The EU reported 

that its approach to differentiation was undergoing internal consultations and that there is no 

intention to change the level of cooperation it has with the CARIFORUM countries. 

Thirteen of the fifteen signatory CARIFORUM States were in attendance, with eight at Ministerial 

level. 

 


